SIMONIDES

became a deputy in 1848 and refusing the
nath of allegiance established himself as a
leader of the left-wing republicans, in 1873
when he resigned as minister of public
instruction because his educational reforms
were severely attacked. He directed the
Siecle newspaper from 1874, became prime-
minister in 1876, but resigned following a
dispute with President Macmahon. He
edited the French rationalists Descartes,
Malebranche and Arnauld, and wrote a
number of works on political philosophy and
biographical studies. See Life by Seche

(18r4)8^Richard (1638-1712), French biblical
critic, born at Dieppe, entered the Oratory
in 1659, lectured on philosophy, and cata-
logued the oriental MSS. in the library of the
order at Paris. His criticisms upon Arnauld
caused great displeasure among the Port-
Royalists, and the scandal caused by the
unwonted liberalism of his Histoire critique
du Vieux Testament (1678) led to his retiring to
Belleville as cure. In 1682 he resigned his
parish, and lived thereafter in literary
retirement. Few writers of his age played a
more prominent part in polemics. His
Histoire critique (suppressed through Bos-
suet's and the Jansenists* influence after a
few copies had passed into circulation;
reprinted at Rotterdam, 1685; Eng. trans.
1682) often anticipates the later German
rationalists, and is the first work which
treated the Bible as a literary product.

SIMONIDES OF AMARGOS, si-mon'i-deez
(fl. 660 B.C.), Greek iambic poet, native of
Samos, founded a colony on the island of
Amargos.

SIMONIDES OF CEOS, see'os (556-468
B.C.), Greek lyric poet, born in the island of
Ceos, lived many years at Athens. From the
Persian invasion of Greece he devoted his
powers to celebrating the heroes and the
battles of that struggle in elegies, epigrams,
odes and dirges. He won fifty-six times in
poetical contests, and carried off the prize
from /Eschylus by an elegy on the heroes that
fell at Marathon. He spent his last years at
the court of Hiero of Syracuse.

SIMON MAGUS (* Simon the Magician ')
appears about A.D. 37 as having become a
commanding personality in Samaria through
his sorceries. With Peter's reply to his offer
to buy the gift of the Holy Ghost, and
Simon's submission, the narrative of the
Acts (viii. 9-24) leaves him. Later Christian
authors bring him to Rome, and make him
the author of heresies.

SIMONOV, Konstaotln Mikhailovich (1915-
), Russian writer, achieved a considerable
reputation by his historical poem about
Alexander Nevski, his poems of the Second
World War, Days and Nights, a novel about
the defence of Stalingrad, and the play The
Russians. He was awarded the Stalin prize
three times.

SIMPSON, (1) Sir George (1792-1860),
Canadian explorer, born in Scotland, was
administrator (1821-56) of the Hudson's
Bay Company's territory. In 1828 he made
an overland journey round the world.
Simpson's Falls and Cape George Simpson
are named after him.
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(2) Sir George Clarke (1878-       ), English
meteorologist,   was   born   at   Derby   and
became a lecturer at Manchester University
(1905).   He was Scott's meteorologist on the
Antarctic expedition (1910), investigated the
causes of lightning and was elected president
of the Royal Meteorological Society (1940-
1942).
(3)  Sir James Young, 1st Bart. (1811-70),
Scottish   obstetrician,   born    at   Bathgate,
studied  medicine  at  Edinburgh,   where  he
became professor of Midwifery in 1840,   He
originated the use of ether as anaesthetic in
childbirth,   January   19,   1847,   and   experi-
menting on hiniself in the search for a better
anaesthetic, discovered the required proper-
ties in chloroform, November 4, 1847, and
championed  its   use   against   medical   and
religious opposition until its employment at
the birth of Prince Leopold (1853) signalized
general   acceptance.     He   founded   gynae-
cology   by   his   sound   tests,   championed
hospital reform and in 1847 became* physician
to the Queen in Scotland.    An enthusiastic
archaeologist, he was created a baronet in
1866.     See  Lives  by  Duns   (1873),   H.   L.
Gordon (1898), and J. D. Comrie, History of
Scottish Medicine (II, 1932).
(4)    Thomas   (1710-61),   English   mathe-
matician, ' the oracle of Nuneaton % where
he   was   born,   educated   himself,   became
professor    of   Mathematics    at    Woolwich
(1743) and was elected F.R.S. in 1746.   He
published a long series of works  (1737-57)
on    fluxions,    chance,    annuities,    algebra,
trigonometry,   &c.     See   Life   by   Hutton
prefixed to Davis's edition of the Fluxions
(1805).
SIMKOCK, Karl Joseph (1802-76), German
poet and scholar, born at Bonn, entered
the Prussian state service. He translated
the Nibelungenlied (1827), edited German
mediaeval poets and legends, wrote on
Shakespeare's sources (1831), &c. He was
professor of Old German at Bonn from
1850. See monograph by Mocker (1877).
SIMS, George Robert (1847-1922), English
author, born in London, contributed his
* Dagonet' ballads and other articles to the
Referee. He wrote plays including The Lights
o* London (1881), and novels. He was made
a Swedish knight of St Olaf in 1905. See Mv
Life (1916).
SIMSON, Robert (1687-1768), Scottish
mathematician, became professor of Mathe-
matics at Glasgow (1711). His great work
was his restoration of Euclid's lost treatise on
Porisms (1776). He published Sectiones
Conicae (1735) and a restoration of Apol-
lonius's Loci Plani (1749); his Elements of
Euclid (1756) was the basis of nearly all
editions for over a century. See a volume of
Reliqua (1776) and Memoir by Trail (1812).
SINCLAIR, or St Clair, the name of the
Earls of Orkney (1379-1471) and afterwards
of Caithness. They were hereditary grand-
master masons of Scotland 1455-1736.
Roslin Castle near Edinburgh was the seat
of the St Clairs.
SINCLAIR, (1) Sir Archibald Henry
MacDonald, 1st Viscount Thurso (1890- ),
Scottish Liberal politician, descendant of (2),
educated at Eton and Sandhurst, served in